MASS INTENTIONS
The Holy Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A)

Saturday 27t December — The Holy 6.30pm Mum, Chris and
Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph Ann (R.I.P)
Sunday 28" December — The Holy Family | 9:00am Anthony Raj (R.1.P)
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
11:00am | Gift Agwuncha
(R.1.P)
Monday 29t December- 9:00am Sarah Shanahan
St Thomas of Canterbury (R.I.P)
Tuesday 30™ December — Sixth Day within | 9:00am All Souls
the Octave of The Nativity of the Lord
Wednesday 315t December — 9:00am Joanna Paes (R.I.P)
Seventh Day within the Octave of
The Nativity of the Lord
Thursday 15t January -
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God| 10:00am | James Keyes
(R.I.P)
Friday 2" January — SS Basil the Great and| 9:00am Holy Souls
Gregory Nazianzen
Saturday 3™ January — 9:00am All Peoples of Asia
Weekday of Christmas time

Second Sunday after The Nativity (Yea

rA)

Saturday 3" January — 6:30pm Marie Durcan
Second Sunday after The Nativity (R.I.P)
Sunday 4" January — 9:00am Dominic Paes
Second Sunday after The Nativity (R.I.P)
11:00am | Angela & John
Quinlan

Thought for the New Year:

Our God moves in the quiet, everyday moments. He pierces our heart,
inviting us to Him, and quietly waits for our response. This New Year’s, let
us rest at the manger of the Divine Infant. Bring your feelings of weariness
and despair to Him. Be with the Lord and let Him love you only like He can
love you. Your heart may still be restless, But the Lord is with you and is
drawing you ever closer to His heart. In drawing nearer to Him, may we

surrender our expectations for this new year and trust in His plan.
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A)

27t & 28" December 2025

Dear Friends,

Today is the feast of the Holy Family, and we think about Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
Today’s gospel reading reminds us that they did not live in a cocoon. They had to face
real problems, threats to their safety, living in a world that was often dark and corrupt. St
Matthew tells us that an angel appears to St Joseph in a dream, telling him to take the
Child and His mother to Egypt to escape the wicked King Herod.

The gospel today is encouraging us to compare Herod’s mentality with that of Joseph.
Herod is anti-family, anti-life and anti-God. Everything that Herod does is to benefit
Herod. Joseph on the other hand is obedient to the will of God and cooperates with it to
protect his family.

Threats to the family are not outdated. There are many threats to the family in the 21st
century. They include a contraceptive mentality, which separates lives and love;
individualism, which isolates the members of the family from each other. Increasingly,
inside our homes we are locked into our own space, with our own TV, computer, mobile
etc. Attempts to redefine marriage and family add to the confusion in society, especially
among the young. Movies and soap operas often give poor moral examples; by making
divorce, cohabitation and abortion all look like acceptable choices, but ignoring the
serious harm they cause the family.

This is the culture we live in. How can families today deal with these modern Herods?
We draw strength and courage from the Holy Family. Prayer must be at the centre of
family life if we are to survive the storms that threaten us. The family is called to be a
school of love, each member giving and receiving from the others, to build one another
up. | know many wonderful families, many brave mums and dads, doing their best in
tough situations. Let the Holy Family, who were not strangers to difficult situations, be
our inspiration. May they inspire us to grow closer to God our Father.

Mary, Queen of Families, pray for us.

God Bless
Canon Maurice
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Please pray for all who are sick, including:

Nell Addison, Domingos De Albuquesque, Christophe Amblard, Paul & Eva Au,
Michael Balfour, William Bradbury, Rose Cahill, Marlene Camay, John Carty,
Macmillan Chitoma Bras-Goncalves, Maureen Daly, Katherine Day, Gerry Margaret
Dumbrill, Martha Dwyer, Fiona Forder, James Francis, Mary Gallet, Anna Gawlik, lan
Gilling, Maisie Glennon, Maureen Gorham, Kevin Harty, Bernadette Heddle, Peter
Hemsley, Ellen Hurley, Mathew John, Julia Joseph, Kathleen Kavanagh, Baby
Stephen Kelly, Vicky Loik, David Lynch, Mary Lynes, Amaogechi Mbanu, Siobhan
McKeon, Norah McLoughlin, Gladys McQuaid, John Morrison, Ann Mount, Jim Nolan,
Brian Nash, Livan Opoku-Agyemang, Baby Teegan Oakley, Dean Partleton, Michelle
Pointer, Baby Teddy Rands, Dr Nikhil Rao, Jennie Reddy, Louis Russo, Dorothy Ryan,
Fr Francis Coveney, Mary Sayers, Marina Scarff, Robin Stinson, Julia Stokes, Teresa
Shorey, John Sinclair, The Salter Family (Bert, Charlie and Bert's Daughter-in-
law),Charles Stimpson, Julia Thomas, Melon Vigo, Heather Wood, Elizabeth Wyles,
Jay Spencer, Irene (Evelyn’s sister) and Clara Yankey. For those we know and the
many we do not know, we pray to the Lord.

PARISH FINANCES: Loose Envelopes
20t & 215t December 2025 £582.50 £407.26

Baptism Course:
The next session for the Baptism course will take place on Saturday the 10™ of

January at 9am in the Parish Hall. To attend please register with Mr & Mrs Law on
07454 962277.

Holy Communion Programme 2025/26:

The next session will take place on Thursday the 8" of January 2026 at 7pm.
Children will meet in the Parish Hall and Parents in the Church.

We also continue the sessions next Sunday for the children and parents not
attending Catholic Schools every Sunday at 10.10am to 10.45am just before 11am
Mass.

Confirmation Programme:
The next session for the Confirmation programme will be on Saturday the 10™ of
January 2026 at 4pm.

Journey in Faith Programme (RCIA):

Anyone who wishes to know more about the basics of the Faith or is interested in
joining the Church is invited to the weekly session every Monday at 7:30pm in the
Presbytery.

Diocese Pilgrimage to Lourdes:

Join Bishop Alan and pilgrims from across our diocese in Lourdes next
summer: Friday 17" - Friday 24™ July 2026. Booking details will be available in
the new year Parishioner who wishes to support this group is also invited to come
along.

Holy Hour:
Please note Holy Hour continues this Sunday 6 -7pm.

BCYS Summer Lourdes:
Applications are now open for the pilgrimage next July, for those in Year 10
and above. Sign up by January: https://bcys.net/events/si26/.

St Alban’s School:
Finished for the Christmas holidays on Friday we wish all the teachers and pupils a Happy
New Year! and God'’s blessings for 2026. School resumes on 5" January 2026.

Marriage Preparation Weekend Course:

ot — 11t January 2026 the CHC’s weekend marriage prep course is intended for couples
who wish to engage more deeply with the Catholic vision for marriage. Structured around
the elements of the marriage rite, couples will reflect deeply on foundational Scriptural
texts to gain a deeper understanding of both the natural and Sacramental aspects of
Matrimony. The weekend is framed by prayer, time for reflection personally and as a
couple, group discussion and a social. Can be attended as a stand-alone or in support of
an online or in-person course. https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/marriage
preparation.

Brentwood Diocese - Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine & Co. Mayo:

Led by Bishop Alan Williams Monday 15" June 2026 to Friday 19" June 2026. 4 nights in
Knock House Hotel, with Dinner, Bed & Breakfast. Visit Kylemore Abbey, Croagh Patrick,
Ballintubber Abbey, Fr. Peyton Centre. Cost of £799 per person see poster at the back of
the Church.

R.L.P:

We pray for the repose of the soul of Paul Norton who died recently. His funeral will take
place in the Upminister Crematorium on the 9™ of January at 10:30am. May he Rest in
Peace.

Thank You:

Many thanks to all who made our Christmas celebrations special, the people who
decorated the church, the welcomers, the Eucharistic ministers, the readers, the
choirs, the altar servers and all who contributed to the prayerful celebration of our
Christmas feast. Canon Maurice would like to thank all parishioners for their kind
Christmas wishes cards and offerings.

Mother & Toddler Group:

The Baby & Toddler Group re-open on Monday 6™ January. Maria and all the team wish all
the families and children that attend a blessed 2026 and look forward to you all joining us
again in the New Year!

If you would like to join us in 2025, please contact Maria at stalbanstoddler@yahoo.com or
07774 719 806 for more information.

Holy Father’s Intention for January:
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of
hope for your communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

Bishop Richard Moth appointed Archbishop of Westminster:
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV has appointed the Right Reverend Richard Moth as

Archbishop of Westminster. Archbishop-elect Moth will become the 12" Archbishop of
Westminster, succeeding Cardinal Vincent Nichols. He will be Installed at Westminster
Cathedral on Saturday, 14 February 2026.
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