
                           MASS INTENTIONS   
                        Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 
Saturday 20th December – Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

  
6.30pm 

 
Deceased Members 
of the Barulis & 
Philo Families 

 

 
Sunday 21st December – Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

  
9:00am 
 
11:00am 

 
Robin Brown (R.I.P) 
 
Thanksgiving & 
Protection 

 

 
Monday 22nd December – Monday of the  
Fourth Week of Advent 

 
 9:00am 

 
Rose Hunter (R.I.P) 

 

  
Tuesday 23rd December – Tuesday of the  
Fourth Week of Advent 

 
 9:00am 

 
Dora Corry (R.I.P) 

 

 
Wednesday 24th December – Wednesday  
Of the Fourth Week of Advent 
 
The Nativity of the Lord 
 
 
Midnight Mass (Carols from 11.30pm) 

   
 9:00am 
 
 
6.30pm 
 
 
12.00am 

 
Mark Finnegan 
(R.I.P) 
 
Angie & Graham 
Wood Int 
 
John Barry (R.I.P) 

  

 
Thursday 25th December – Christmas Day 
 

  
 9:00am  
 
11.00am 

 
Paul Tolhurst 
(R.I.P) 
Kathy & James 
Driver & Anne Keys  
(R.I.P) 

 

 
Friday 26th December – St Stephens Day 

 
 10:00am 
 

 
Margaret, Bernard 
& Henry Hughes  

 

 
Saturday 27th December – St John 

  
 9:00am 

 
Mgr Canon Harry 
Turner Int 

 

            The Holy Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A) 

 
Saturday 27th December – The Holy 
Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 
 6:30pm 

 
Mum, Chris and 
Ann (R.I.P) 

 
Sunday 28th December – The Holy Family 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

   
 9:00am 
 
11:00am 

 
Anthony Raj (R.I.P) 
 
Gift Agwuncha 
(R.I.P) 

 

Reflection for the Week:  

Today our Saviour is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no place on the 

birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with 

the promise of eternal happiness. No one is shut out from this joy; all share 

the same reason for rejoicing. 

                                                                                      St Leo the Great (C391-461) 
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                                                   Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A) 
20th & 21st December 2025 

Dear friends, 

 

In the fuss of Christmas business, let us take time to thank God for his blessings and 
turn to him for light in our darkness. The circle of the Advent wreath is now complete. 
four candles are lighting. 
In the liturgies of the last few weeks the Church has been calling us to prepare for 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. He came on earth so that we 
might be free to become what we were created to be, children of God. In his life is 
our life. 
 
Our Gospel today also points to the character of St Joseph. You see lots of 
Christmas cards with Mary and the Child Jesus, of Wise Men, but Joseph is often 
overlooked, perhaps because no words of his are recorded in the scriptures. Yet he 
is a wonderful model for us, and he had an important role to play in God’s plan.  
 
As he was the guardian of the Holy Family, he is now invoked as the guardian of the 
Universal Church. In recent years St Joseph’s name has been added back into the 
Eucharistic prayer and is now mentioned at every Mass. 
 
As the coming days will likely be stressful for our families, let us have recourse to St 
Joseph, that we may bear all things patiently. 
 
We now open our hearts to ponder the mystery we are about to celebrate once 
again; the mystery of Emmanuel: God with us, who comes in the person of Jesus, in 
order to save us. 

                           

God Bless 
Canon Maurice     
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          Please pray for all who are sick, including: 
Nell Addison, Domingos De Albuquesque, Christophe Amblard, Paul & Eva Au, 
Michael Balfour, William Bradbury, Rose Cahill, Marlene Camay, John Carty, 
Macmillan Chitoma Bras-Goncalves, Maureen Daly, Katherine Day, Gerry  Margaret 
Dumbrill, Martha Dwyer,  Fiona Forder, James Francis, Mary Gallet, Anna Gawlik, Ian 
Gilling, Maisie Glennon, Maureen Gorham, Kevin Harty, Bernadette Heddle, Peter 
Hemsley, Ellen Hurley, Mathew John, Julia Joseph, Kathleen Kavanagh, Baby 
Stephen Kelly,  Vicky Loik, David Lynch, Mary Lynes, Amaogechi Mbanu, Siobhan 
McKeon,  Norah McLoughlin, Gladys McQuaid, John Morrison, Ann Mount, Jim Nolan, 
Brian Nash, Livan Opoku-Agyemang, Baby Teegan Oakley, Dean Partleton, Michelle 
Pointer, Baby Teddy Rands, Dr Nikhil Rao, Jennie Reddy, Louis Russo, Dorothy Ryan, 

Fr Francis Coveney, Mary Sayers, Marina Scarff, Robin Stinson, Julia Stokes, Teresa 
Shorey, John Sinclair, The Salter Family (Bert, Charlie and Bert’s Daughter-in-
law),Charles Stimpson, Julia Thomas, Melon Vigo, Heather Wood, Elizabeth Wyles, 
Jay Spencer, Irene (Evelyn’s sister) and Clara Yankey. For those we know and the 
many we do not know, we pray to the Lord. 

 

PARISH FINANCES:                      Loose         Envelopes 
13th & 14th December 2025                                   £621.25                 £380.50 
 
Baptism Course: 
The next session for the Baptism course will take place on Saturday the 10th of 
January at 9am in the Parish Hall. To attend please register with Mr & Mrs Law on 
07454 962277. 
 
Holy Communion Programme 2025/26: 
The next session will take place on Thursday the 8th of January 2026 at 7pm. Children 
will meet in the Parish Hall and Parents in the Church.  
We also continue the sessions next Sunday for the children and parents not attending 
Catholic Schools every Sunday at 10.10am to 10.45am just before 11am Mass. 
 
Confirmation Programme: 
The next session for the Confirmation programme will be on Saturday the 10th of 
January 2026 at 4pm.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Journey in Faith Programme (RCIA). 
Anyone who wishes to know more about the basics of the Faith or is interested in joining the 
Church is invited to the weekly session every Monday at 7:30pm in the Presbytery.   

 
Diocese Pilgrimage to Lourdes: 
Join Bishop Alan and pilgrims from across our diocese in Lourdes next summer: Friday 
17th - Friday 24th July 2026. Booking details will be available in the new year Parishioner 
who wishes to support this group is also invited to come along. 
 
Holy Hour: 
Please note Holy Hour continues this Sunday 6 -7pm. 

 

R.I.P: 

Please pray for the repose of the soul Edward O’Dwyer who died recently, his funeral 

will take place on the 22nd of December at 1pm. May he Rest in Peace. 

 

 

 

                   BCYS SUMMER LOURDES 
Applications are now open for the pilgrimage next July, for those in Year 10 and above. 
Sign up by January: https://bcys.net/events/sl26/ 
 
Christmas Day Reflection and Blessing 
 
Christ’s Light shines today…. He was born into the world as the true light to enlighten 
everyone and today His light continues to shine in our world through our lives and deeds 
 
Christmas is a family feast and in the family of God we are linked with all our brothers 
and sisters. Christmas should be much more satisfying because our commitment opens 
our hearts to all who are marginalised and defeated. Our care and concern are what will 
save people from freezing to death in the cold of isolation and despair and will mean 
everything to someone who has nothing to hope for. 
Allowing the light to shine means that we want to come away from the darkness; we 
want to be among those who have space in our heart and in our home for Christ and our 
neighbour. We are asked to fill our world with His light by our repentance, our prayer, our 
generosity and our charity because Christ, born poor, asks us to reach out to his people. 
As we work and as we pray and as we help one another, we can make every hour a 
sincere welcome to Christ, the eternal Son of God, who comes in love to give us healing 
and hope and to fill us with lasting joy. May we recognise Him in His people in the and 
the breaking of bread.  
I wish you a happy and Holy Christmas filled with God’s blessings, joy and peace to each 
of you and to all those you love. May Jesus, Mary and Joseph protect you and your 
families at this Holy Season of Christmas and all through 2026. 
 
St Alban’s School 
 
Finished for the Christmas holidays on Friday we wish all the teachers and pupils a 
Happy and Holy Christmas and God’s blessings for the New Year. School resumes on 
5th January 2026. 
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION WEEKEND COURSE,  

 
9 - 11 JANUARY 2026 The CHC’s weekend marriage prep course is intended for 
couples who wish to engage more deeply with the Catholic vision for marriage. 
Structured around the elements of the marriage rite, couples will reflect deeply on 
foundational Scriptural texts to gain a deeper understanding of both the natural and 
Sacramental aspects of Matrimony. The weekend is framed by prayer, time for reflection 
personally and as a couple, group discussion and a social. Can be attended as a stand-
alone or in support of an online or in-person course. 
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/marriage preparation. 
 
 
Brentwood Diocese - Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine & Co. Mayo 
 
Led by Bishop Alan Williams Monday 15th June 2026 to Friday 19th June 2026. 4 nights 
in Knock House Hotel, with Dinner, Bed & Breakfast. Visit Kylemore Abbey, Croagh 
Patrick, Ballintubber Abbey, Fr. Peyton Centre. Cost of £799 per person see poster at 
the back of the Church 
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